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ALLOW THE CASTE SYSTEM
By Damien Burke

Schooling as we know it was designed to teach compliance. The primary outcomes are acculturation and
compliance which is vitally important for people who
need to purchase labor and exploit laborers.
The secondary outcome is to separate adults from
children in order to make those adults available to those
who need to purchase labor and exploit laborers.
Colleges and universities function primarily as filters and indicators of class and caste.
The illusion of academic meritocracy allows the caste system to continue unchallenged even though
it is almost entirely hereditary.
That said, I really enjoyed my college days. I had a blast learning everything I could, often at the
expense of my school work. I still use some of what I learned in my career today.
._________________________________________________________________________________.

INSULATED FROM REBUTTAL
By Cory Fryling
When we think of all the misinformation, echo chambers, cultural tribalism, and thoughtless polemics
that plague our societal discourse, it eventually boils down to a failure, inability, or unwillingness of our
friends, family, colleagues not to mention ourselves to think critically.
Yet where do we find these skills, that are so fundamental to
navigating our lives in this age of epistemological disorientation,
being taught? Buried within tangential subjects, if at all.
Critical thinking skills are so incredibly important to my life,
but never did I take a class called
I just got
lucky that these skills were valued enough by my teachers to be
passed along to me.
about how we think
and make critical thinking a mandatory
curriculum that all students must master to graduate from high school, let alone college. Our failure to do
so is just plain dumb.
My two cents (well, probably closer to three cents)
In discussions of news media, an echo chamber refers to situations in which beliefs are amplified or reinforced
by communication and repetition inside a closed system and insulated from rebuttal. ... Echo chambers may increase social and political polarization and extremism.

